
Ysgol Gynradd Penygawsi Primary School  
Homework Policy 2016 

1 | P a g e  

 

Ysgol Gynradd Penygawsi Primary School 
 

Homework Policy 2016 

 

Introduction 

 

Homework is anything that children do outside the normal school day that contributes to their 

learning in response to guidance from the school. Homework encompasses a whole variety of 

activities instigated by teachers and parents to support children's learning. For example, a 

parent who spends time reading a story to their child before bedtime is helping with homework. 

 

Rationale for homework 

 

Homework is a very important part of a child's education and can add much to a child's 

development. The government made clear its commitment to homework in the 1997 White 

Paper, 'Excellence in Schools', where homework was seen as 'an essential part of good 

education'. We recognise that the time and resources available limit the educational 

experience that any school by itself can provide; children benefit greatly therefore from the 

mutual support of parents and teachers in encouraging them to learn both at home and at 

school. Indeed we see homework as an important way of establishing a successful dialogue 

between teachers and parents. One of the aims of our school is for children to develop as 

independent learners. We believe that homework is one of the main ways in which children 

can acquire the skill of independent learning. 

 

Homework plays a positive role in raising a child's level of attainment. We also acknowledge 

the important role of play and free time in a child's growth and development. While homework 

is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in the wide range of out-of-school 

clubs and organisations that play an important part in the lives of many children. We are well 

aware that children spend more time at home than at school, and we believe they develop their 

skills, interests and talents to the full only when parents encourage them to make maximum 

use of the experiences and opportunities that are available outside of school. 

 

At Penygawsi Primary School we believe that homework is an enhancement of a child's 

schoolwork, providing a meaningful context for learning and providing a connection between 

work in school and work in the wider context.  Homework should provide an opportunity to 

develop resilience, independence and cooperation. Homework should be a balance between 

structured work to support literacy and numeracy and more open ended investigations that 

develop resilience and independence.   
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As part of our development of e-learning, homework will offer increasing opportunities to work 

on-line and to submit individual and collective pieces of work developing the skills and 

understanding needed in the wider world of work. 

 

Aims of The Policy 

• to develop an effective partnership between the school and parents.  

• to ensure consistency of approach throughout the school  

• to ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility  

• to ensure the needs of the individual are taken into account  

• ensure that parents have a clear understanding about expectations from themselves 

and the pupils  

• extend and support the child’s learning through reinforcement and revision  

• provide opportunities for the parents, pupils and school to work in partnership  

• provide opportunities for parents and pupils to enjoy learning experiences together  

• to consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in literacy and 

numeracy  

• to exploit all resources for learning including those found at home  

• to extend school learning  

• to encourage pupils to develop the confidence and self-discipline required for individual 

study  

• to prepare children for the demands of secondary school and the world of work. 

Homework is most valuable when parents are involved actively and in partnership with the 

school. Children should see homework as a positive experience and not an onerous task. 

 

 

What is Homework? 

 

At Penygawsi we view homework as being a supported or independent task which is 

undertaken outside of curriculum time and which reinforces, extends, or enriches current 

learning. 

 

Why is it set? 

The purpose of homework at Penygawsi is...... 

• To provide opportunities for parents to be involved in children’s learning. 

• To enable children to practise and consolidate skills. 

• To broaden the context of learning and provide enrichment and extension. 

• To enable children to take responsibility for their own learning, become more 

independent and develop perseverance. 
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How parents can help: 

• Provide a quiet area where your child can work. It is helpful to switch off the TV to aid 

concentration. 

• Offer your help and support for younger children to complete tasks. 

• Expect older children to work independently, but make it clear that you 

• are there if needed. 

• Encourage your child to complete homework on the day set, as the task will have just 

been explained. If they leave it until the day before it is due in, they may find that they 

need resources that they do not have to hand. The setting of homework several days in 

advance enables children to develop skills in organising their time. Younger children will 

need your support in moving towards this. 

• Check the Blog regularly to review when homework is given and to know the deadlines. 

• Check your child’s Homework Diary (where appropriate) regularly. 

• Take an interest in the homework and encourage your child to take a pride in the 

presentation of written tasks.  

• Most work should be handwritten by your child in pencil or a suitable handwriting pen, 

unless directed otherwise by your child’s class teacher. 

• Set an expectation that homework will be completed and returned to school on the 

designated day  

• Encourage and praise your child when they have completed their homework  

• Contact the class teacher if any difficulties regarding the homework arise  

• Sign and record comments in the reading record  

• Sign and communicate through homework books in KS2 

• Attend any workshops/curriculum evenings that the school may provide. 

Range of Tasks 

 

Homework involves a range of activities including the following: 

 

• Reading  

• Number work including learning tables 

• Collecting items linked to a theme 

• Speaking and listening tasks 

• Spelling lists and word investigations 

• Maths and number investigations 

• Independent research and collection of data 

• Book reviews 

• Educational games 
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• Skills practise 

Content of The Homework Given 

The main focus of homework will be literacy and numeracy. As children move through the 

school, literacy and numeracy will continue to be the main focus but with the addition of other 

discrete subjects or topic work. Project work will have a clear purpose and will be given in 

addition to work completed in class with the clear purpose of enhancing and extending 

learning. 

In Nursery and Reception homework will usually be reading tasks / flashcards with a 

recommendation that parents spend 5 to ten minutes a day reading with their children.  

Occasionally practical tasks may be given which reinforces or extends class based learning. 

From Year 1 up to Year 6 homework is completed in a Learning Log or homework book 

depending on the task provided.  Books are provided by the school.  

The approach to completing homework differs from year to year: 

Year 1 to 2: Teachers will provide homework either in worksheet form or with a prescribed 

detailed task to complete. 

Years 3- 6: As pupils move up through the year groups, we encourage pupils to become more 

independent in completing their homework. Some homework may be presented in the form of 

a worksheet (mathematics or comprehension in literacy) and some homework will be set as a 

Learning Objective with guidance for parents and pupils on how to complete the task and what 

the expectations are.  We call these the Success Criterion. 

Children in Year 5 and 6 will often be expected to write the skill/task down in class or from the 

blog when it is not given in paper format. This will usually be the case when the skill is brief 

and simple to record. Children, with support from parents where appropriate, will be able to 

complete the homework in any way they wish. This promotes independent learning and allows 

children to practice and learn in their own learning style. It will at times, consist of formal 

exercises to be completed by the child. In these cases the worksheet will be given to the pupils 

in their homework book or if they are able to access and work from the blog the children can 

use the blog to record their learning.   

In Year 5 and 6, Learning Logs should be brought into school every day and should play an 

integral part in every child’s learning.  The Learning Logs will also be used for personal 

reflection, recording lessons learnt in class and even areas that the pupils wish to have further 

practice in.  
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Reading 
 

Whilst reading will not be set as a specific activity except with younger pupils, it is expected 

that parents will want to read with their children on a regular basis.   Reading regularly is the 

most important activity that pupils can complete.  Reading is not just about learning the 

mechanics of decoding but it is about exploring literature and ideas, about expanding 

knowledge and understanding and about developing a thirst for exploring literature. 

 

It is widely accepted that the more we read as children and as adults, the more productive and 

successful we become in our personal and working lives.  Of all the skills we need in life, it is 

Reading that has the greatest impact. 

 

Learning to read is more effective when undertaken in partnership with parents. Teachers will 

monitor home reading through the home reading record.  Books will to be changed regularly 

and will be set at an appropriate level for the child. Teachers will make regular comments in 

the home-school reading records. We also encourage parents to make comments after their 

child has read at home. 

 

We believe that reading at home should be a pleasurable experience, where parents and 

children share quality time. 

 

Homework Tasks 

Homework task will include, although not always at the same time: 

 

At KS2 (Year 3, 4, 5 and 6)  

• A spelling rule/pattern/sound is taught every week.  The timetables and word lists are on 

the class blogs so that parents can support in the learning of spelling words. 

• Mental arithmetic including the learning of tables. Specific tables are learnt in each year 

group. The class Blog will identify the times tables the children should work on for the 

year group they are in. 

• Talking homework.  This will be given to support extended writing tasks.  The purpose is 

for children to talk to their parents to develop ideas and language that they can then 

utilise in their extended written work. 

• Mathematics or Language work sheets which links or supports the learning in the class. 

• Topic or open ended research based on a ‘Learning Objective’ 
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• Children may also have homework from the Literacy and Language Scheme to reinforce 

work completed in school. 

 

 

Upper Foundation Phase (Year 1 and 2) -   
 

• High frequency words / Read Write Inc sounds and sound words 

• Reading and spelling of high frequency and RWI words 

• Handwriting 

• Written work when ready 

• Mathematics linked to their learning in class. 

 

Lower Foundation Phase (Nursery an Reception) 

 

The children in Nursery and Reception will be given flashcards when they are ready to support 

them with their reading of high frequency words or early phonics.  

 

Where appropriate children will be given the spellings to practice based on their stage in Read 

Write Inc. Spellings will be written on the class Blog pages. 

 

The class Blog page will also have links to appropriate web sites where children can practice 

skills with their parents. 

 

How Often and for How Long 

Pupils will normally be given homework once a week.  
 

Homework will usually be given on a Monday and collected in on the following Monday when 

the next homework will be given out.  The cycle will start at the beginning of each new term. 

This will give all children time to complete the homework even though many of them may 

attend clubs during the weekends or evenings.   

 

At KS 1 (Year 1 and 2) it is expected that homework will take approx 30 minutes per week. 

 

At lower KS 2 (Year 3 and 4) it is expected that homework will take up to an hour per week. 

 

At upper KS 2 (Year 5 and 6) it is expected that homework will take up to 1 ½  hours per week. 
 

The children are not expected to complete their homework in one go but should divide the task 

over a number of days. 
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Rewards and Sanctions  

 

The teacher keeps a record of who completes and hands in their homework each week. A 

chart is kept in classes (Year 2 upwards) as a record to use positively and reward children. 

House points are given to reward children for completing homework.  

 

If children do not bring in their homework the first time the class teacher discusses this will the 

child so that any support or problems can be discussed. On the second occasion the parents 

will be informed by the class teacher and invited to discuss any problems or if any support is 

needed.  

 

On the third occasion the child may be required to complete the homework with support during 

supported times.  This may include break times, until the work is completed.  

 

Where homework has not been completed as a result of limited access to resources or 

technology, time will be allocated in school for the pupil to complete the homework. 

 

If parents have any problems or questions about the set homework, they should, in the first 

instance, contact the child's class teacher. If their questions are of a more general nature, they 

should contact the Headteacher. 

 

Homework during School Holidays 

Compulsory homework will not be given during the Christmas, Easter or Summer Holidays. 

Normal weekly homework will be given during half term breaks in year 2 and above.  

On occasions, teachers may give children the opportunity to research for project work during 

any holiday period, but this will be optional and additional time will be allocated during term 

time. It is anticipated however, that all children will continue to read to parents during holiday 

times, from either a reading scheme book or other chosen text as appropriate to their age. 

 

Special Educational Needs 

The above timetable applies equally to children with recognised special educational needs. 

However, the children may receive differentiated tasks according to their needs, which may be 

from a different context to the rest of the class if appropriate. 
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Planning and Coordination 

It is the responsibility of the class teacher to plan and provide manageable tasks for the 

children and to liaise with parents where necessary.  

At Key Stage 2 it is expected that the children will take responsibility for completing their 

homework and will endeavour to do so each week. 

If a pattern of avoidance develops the parents / guardians will be contact by the school and 

asked to make an appointment to see the teacher or Headteacher. 

Children will not be given homework when they are ill or absent for any other reason, unless in 

exceptional circumstances. 

 

The Use of Technology 

• As your child gets older they will increasing have opportunities to complete and submit 

homework electronically via HWB, the All Wales e-learning platform. 

• To ensure access to the latest Microsoft software, children at Key Stage 2 will be given 

a user name to register for Office 360 on the AllWales HWB e-learning platform. 

• In addition, pupil can request a code to download Office 365 for free onto up to 5 home 

devises including Mac and tablets. 

Marking and feedbackFeedback 

Homework will be marked using one of the methods identified below and returned to the pupils 

with their new homework tasks the following Monday. 

Marking may take a variety of forms according to the work set, such as: 

• Class discussion about the work with the teacher, learning support assistant or pupils 

recording two stars and a wish to guide their future learning. 

• In Year 6, the terms What Went Well (www) and Even better if (Ebi) will be used to 

guide their future learning. 

• Self and Peers assessment using two stars and a wish 

• Individual verbal feedback  

• Individual written feedback  

• Merit awards where appropriate  
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Parents are encouraged to give teachers any useful feedback. This may include: 

• notes in the reading record book 

• notes written after the piece of work or in learning log 

• verbal feedback  

This policy was written taking account of the views of parents (from the annual questionnaire) 

teachers and pupils. 

If parents have any problems or questions about homework, they should, in the first instance, 

contact the child's class teacher. If their questions are of a more general nature, they should 

contact the Headteacher. Finally, if they wish to make a complaint about the school homework 

policy or the way it is implemented parents may contact the school or the governing body. 

Policy Review 

This homework policy will be reviewed after a year and every two years thereafter. 

This policy was agreed by the Governing Body on 8th March 2016 and will be implemented 

immediately. 

 

This policy will be reviewed in the Summer Term 2018. 

 

Signed 

 

 

 

Mr. H. Rees      Mr. J. Davies 

Chair of Governors     Headteacher 

 


