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27
th

 June 2016 

 

Dear Parents. 

 

The end of term is only a few weeks away and after the great year the pupils have had, our 

thoughts now turn to the new academic year.   This is the point in the year where I work out the 

classes and teachers for the year ahead. 

 

Many of you will know the challenges that this can bring to a school as there are restrictions and 

expectations in place that limit the options.  As a staff and governors, we spend a lot of time 

discussing the best possible alternatives and what we decide is for the best of the pupils.  We want 

them all to achieve their full potential.  Whilst lots of discussions take place, ultimately the decision 

lies with the Headteacher. 

 

At present we have a number of large year groups in school.  One of these is our current year 4.  

With 37 pupils in the year, it is impossible to have these in one class and for the last few years they 

have been split, with a smaller group of pupils being in a class with another year group. 

 

One of the real challenges is when these pupils enter year 6.  Ideally, they would be in one class.  

However, having 37 pupils in one class is beyond what is acceptable, so I have been looking at 

various alternative solutions. 

 

What I have decided, is to group the current year 3 and year 4 pupils together making two parallel 

year 4/5 classes from September.   This avoids small groups of pupils being in a different class, 

something I want to avoid when they are in year 6.  There will be about 18 year 5 and 15 year 4 

pupils in each class.  They will be in the same demountable working in two classes next to each 

other.  They will have the same topics and same educational visits.  The work will be differentiated 

based on their year group and ability.  For some work / activities they will work as year groups.  The 

classes will be based on age with the oldest pupils in one class and the youngest in the other. 

 

The current year 5 will all stay together, making a single year 6 class from September.  The current 

year 2 pupils will be brought together to make a single year 3 class.  This class is quite large but will 

be supported with additional members of staff. 

 

                                                                    



 

Therefore Key Stage 2 will be organised as follows: 
 

Class 6 – Year 3 – Mrs Harries / Ms Boat 

Class 7 – Year 4/5 – Mrs Udy 

Class 8 – Year 4/5 – Mrs Rees 

Class 9 – Year 6 – Mr Ball 
 

The Foundation Phase has slightly more restrictions in place when organising classes.  The 

maximum number in any class, apart from Nursery, is 30.  Our largest year group will be year 2 with 

37 pupils. 
 

The year 2 pupils will be split into two classes.  These will be small classes and will help us focus on 

the standards they need to achieve.  The two classes will be based in the demountables with the 

classes being next door to each other.  The teacher will plan together and  
 

Year 1, Reception and Nursery classes will be in year groups. 
 

Nursery (Class 1)– Miss Day 

Reception (Class 2) – Mrs James 

Year 1 (Class 3) – Our new member of staff Mrs Dollman 

Year 2 (Class 4) – Mrs Black 

Year 2 (Class 5) – Mrs Taylor / Mrs Farrell 
 

Last year the publication of classes caused a lot of anxiety for everyone.  Therefore, this year you 

will be informed of your child’s class and teacher for next year on a piece of paper attached to their 

end of year report.  This is very much in line with what nearly all schools do and will hopefully 

reduce the level of anxiety as we won’t be publishing class lists on line as in previous years.  We 

plan to send out the reports on Tuesday 12
th

 July.  The pupils will have their move up day on 

Wednesday 13
th

 July to meet their next teacher. 
 

Whilst I have had many discussions with parents in the past over classes, I have very rarely made 

any changes.  This is because I work through the organisational challenges for many, many weeks 

prior to making a decision.  Any decisions that are made are made to ensure that the pupils make 

the best possible progress in their learning. 
 

Our pupils make very good progress in school and are recognised by the comprehensives as being 

some of the most prepared pupils for year 7.  Our pupil outcomes each year places us as one of the 

higher group of performing schools in Wales.  We take a great deal of pride in achieving the best for 

our pupils and work relentlessly to continue to give them the best possible education. 
 

‘Only by working together can we achieve our aims.’ 
 

Kind Regards 

Mr Davies 

 


